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Guy Pene du Bois: Painter in Modern Life

 Brief Biographical Overview

 Discussion Questions

1. Guy Pene du Bois was an observer of human nature.  Which aspects of life were drawn into his art?  (Page 8 – first paragraph, page 9 – first paragraph)

2. How did Guy’s early family life, heritage, and youthful experiences in France influence him and his artistic direction?  (Pages 9, 12 – 16)

3. In what way did William Merritt Chase prepare his students (including Guy) for a career in art?  (Pages, 9 -10)

4. What impact did artist/art teacher Robert Henri have on Guy’s art techniques and his artistic direction?  (Pages 10 – 12, bottom of page 14) 

5. Financial necessity made it imperative that Guy find a way to earn a living through multiple sources.  He did so through by establishing a writing career, teaching, and painting.   What skills were honed as a general reporter and what learning did those experiences bring to his art?  (Pages 17 – 18)

6. Over time, as a practicing artist, his art essays led to the establishment of a 40-year career as an astute and successful published art critic.  How did this aspect of his writing career expand the meaning he wished to imbue in his art?  (Pages 19 – 24)

7.  As a painter, Guy Pene du Bois is considered a progressive realist.  He admired earlier work by such accomplished artists as Daumier, Manet, Renoir, Cezanne, and Courbet.  His work did not lend itself to any trends or modernist movements of his time.  What distinctive characteristics are observable in his paintings? (For example: pages 87, 104, 113, 118)  Also, see text on pages 8, 14, 25, 30.

8. What recurring themes emerge in his paintings?  (For example: pages [74, 99, 112, 153, & 156], [84 & 92], [85, 86, & 95], [83, 94, 101, 103, 108, 114, 119, 145, & 150), [121, 125, 135, & 137]

9. Among Guy’s most noted works shown in this book are those on pages 78, 94, 105, 109, 111, 113, 115, 121, 125, 135, 137.  In your view, what is notable about these artworks? 
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